Press release
Press contact: Sigrid Eder-Ince, Starlinger & Co. Ges.m.b.H.
Sonnenuhrgasse 4, 1060 Vienna, Austria
T: +43 (0) 1 59955-1251
F: +43 (0) 1 59955-180
E: sales.ed@starlinger.com
Vienna, 14 December 2020

Starlinger doubles production capacity for plastics recycling
systems
The Austrian machine manufacturer has been producing plastics recycling systems from
the recoSTAR PET series at its new site in Schwerin, Germany, since the end of August
2020.
“In the past two years, our division Starlinger recycling technology has seen strong
demand for recycling systems. This field of activity with an annual turnover of 130 million
Euros constitutes an important mainstay for the future of Starlinger – a mainstay that we
intend to build on. With this in mind, we decided to expand our production capacity by
opening a new factory,” explains Angelika Huemer, CEO and Managing Partner of
Starlinger & Co. GmbH. Why a production site in Germany? “We had to act quickly to
meet the demand. So it stood to reason that we should make use of existing buildings
that we could adapt quickly. uniROTA Maplan Schwerin GmbH, a company affiliated with
the Starlinger Group, had unused production halls available. These have now been
converted to enable us to manufacture our PET recycling systems,” says Huemer. The
specialist personnel required for the technically complex assembly work were recruited
from the Schwerin area and were trained in Austria. On a total of 11,000 m² of floor
space the largest PET processing systems sold by Starlinger recycling technology are
assembled – they can reach output rates of up to 3.6 tonnes per hour. The first two
systems manufactured at the Schwerin site will be delivered already end of December
2020.
Growth Market PET Recycling
“Particularly in the field of PET recycling we have experienced significant growth since
2018”, says Paul Niedl, Head of Sales of the division Starlinger recycling technology. On
the one hand, this is due to the stricter guidelines for plastic packaging and higher
recycling rates set by individual states and unions of states such as the EU; on the other
hand, national and international brand companies such as Coca-Cola are important
driving forces. “These brand owners – in Austria the mineral water bottler Vöslauer, for
example – are rigorously implementing their sustainability strategy and thus creating a
market for recycled PET,” says Paul Niedl. “We already have close to 80 PET bottle-tobottle recycling plants in operation at customers’ sites around the world, 12 of them in
Germany, Austria and Switzerland alone.” As far as other plastics are concerned,
Angelika Huemer and Paul Niedl see an urgent need for action: “There is a lack of
incentives for companies and, above all, concrete specifications from politicians and
legislators about how to establish the sustainable use and reuse of plastics in both an
economic and social sense. The media plays an important role, too, in this. We need
binding regulations, and the implementation of such regulations needs to be monitored”,
adds Huemer, in conclusion.
Link to the presentation video of the new production site: https://vimeo.com/485471575
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Captions:
Image 1: The new production halls of Starlinger in Schwerin, Germany. ©Starlinger
Image 2: Extruder screw in production. ©Starlinger
Image 3: recoSTAR PET recycling line during assembly. ©Starlinger
_______________________________________________________________________
About Starlinger & Co. Ges.m.b.H.:
Starlinger is an Austrian machine manufacturing company based in Vienna with
production sites in Weissenbach and St. Martin, as well as in Schwerin, Germany and
Taicang, China. As the world's leading supplier of machines and complete systems for the
production of woven plastic bags, as well as systems for plastics recycling, PET extrusion
and finishing, the Starlinger brand is synonymous with quality and technological
leadership in more than 130 countries. Founded in 1835, the family-owned company has
been exporting its products around the world for more than 50 years and achieves an
export quota of over 99.5%.
The company has its own sales and service centres in Brazil, China, India, Indonesia,
Mexico, Russia, South Africa, Thailand, the United States and Uzbekistan, each of them
guaranteeing swift and professional technical service.
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